
The BSEACD drought outlook valid from 
December 10, 2020 to January 14, 2021 remains 
in ALARM STAGE II DROUGHT which was 
declared on 10/8/2020.

Since July of 2019, both �ow at Barton Springs 
and the water level at the Lovelady monitor well 
have been declining. The Board o�cially 
declared ALARM STAGE II DROUGHT on 10/8/20. 
Over 7 inches of rain in September supplied 
some runno�, but not enough to sustain creek 
�ow in the creeks and rivers and recharge the 
aquifers. Alarm Stage III is quickly approaching 
withoout signi�cant rains in 2021.

        Much of the Hill Country and Central Texas turned 
into a winter wonderland Sunday as snow developed and 
persisted across the area till late afternoon. For most 
locations, it was heavy, wet snow, with the snow to liquid 
ratio somewhere around 5 to 1.  Most locations saw snow 
totals between 1 and 3 inches. 

While snow was the most unique part of the weather 
over the weekend, it’s important to note the storm 
system brought another round of signi�cant rain to 
much of the area.  Liquid totals were generally around a 
half inch across Hill Country and around 1-1.5 inches 
across Central Texas and the middle Texas coast.

-Bob Rose (LCRA Meteorologist)

38 cfs

20 cfs

14 cfs
10 cfs

Drought Status

478.4 ft-msl

467           
462.7 ft-msl 

457.1 ft-msl 

453.4 ft-msl 

Stage II Alarm

Stage III Critical

Stage IV Exceptional
Emergency Response

             Barton Springs
           Discharge

           (cubic feet per second)

ft-msl

 NO DROUGHT

Previous value:  30cfs on 12/10/20

             Lovelady Well
           Water Level Elevation

           (feet above mean sea level)
Previous value:  469 ft-msl on 12/10/20
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BARTON SPRINGS FLOW

Daily Springflow
10-day average Springflow
USGS Manual Measurements
BSEACD Manual Measurements
COA Manual Measurements

Critical Stage: 20 cfs

Alarm Stage: 38 cfs

Average: 69 cfs

Approximately 35 cfs
10-day average on 
01/14/2021

Exceptional Stage: 14 cfs
Emergency Response Period: 10 cfs
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LOVELADY WELL WATER LEVEL

Depth to Water
467 �-msl on 01/14/21

Average: 495.23 ft-msl

Critical Stage: 462.7
Exceptional: 457.1
Emergency Response Period: 453.4

Alarm Stage: 478.4
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Rainfall Hydrograph: Menchaca

Monthly Total

Monthly 
Devia�on from average

2.5 in. Rain in December, 2020. January, 2021 = 0.8 in.

Sept 2018=9 in May 2019=10 in May 2020=10 in


