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Apr. 19, 2003
535.9 ft msl

102 cfs

Aug. 26 1997
521.3 ft msl

Oct. 12, 2007
527.0 ft msl

92 cfs

Jul. 14, 2012
499.2 ft msl

79 cfs

Lowest recorded water level
Sept. 1, 2009
456.0 ft msl

22 cfs

Mar. 5, 1990
448.1 ft msl

Apr. 25, 1986
503.8 ft msl
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Mar. 21, 2004
472.5 ft msl

48 cfs

Nov. 2, 2000
459.7 ft msl

35 cfs

Dec. 20, 1996
459.6 ft msl

36 cfs
Dec. 24, 2006
458.7 ft msl

21 cfs

Jul. 22, 2010
517.8 ft msl

Aug. 19, 2015
522.8  ft msl

104 cfs

2nd highest recorded water level
Oct. 5, 2016
545.8 ft msl

130 cfs

Highest recorded water level since 1940’s
Jun. 2, 1992
547.2  ft msl

Oct. 5, 1994
465.4 ft msl

25 cfs

Nov. 28, 2011
459.2 ft msl

18 cfs
Sept. 18, 2013

458.3  ft msl
19 cfs

Nov. 14, 2014
466.7  ft msl

33 cfs

May  17, 2005
531.5 ft msl

Mar. 28, 2002
523.5 ft msl

101 cfs
Jun. 13, 2001
521.6 ft msl

May 10, 1998
521.5 ft msl

Aug. 1, 1995
518.1 ft mslAug. 1985

Landowners &
municipalities

petitioned 
for creation 

of District May 1987
Petition 

validated by 
Legislature

Aug. 1987
83% of voters

confirmed
creation

of District
& annexation

of  Creedmoor 
Maha WSC

& Goforth WSC
 

1989
District
offices

located in
Manchaca

1994
T WDB water

quality grant

study

collected and

analyzed

water quality

of wells during

high and low

aquifer conditions

1996
USGS

hydrogeologic

map of the

Barton Springs

segment of the 

Edwards Aquifer

published

-

First dye trace

connects

Barton

Creek to

Cold Springs

Apr. 1997
Alternative

Regional Water
Supply Plan
completed

-
Barton Springs

salamander
(Eurycea sosorum)

Federally listed
as endangered

Aug. 2001
TCEQ dye trace 

grant

completed

-

TCEQ water 

quality 

& recharge

grant

completed

Oct. 2001
Edwards

Aquifer

GAM

modeling

completed

Aug. 2007
Initial draft 

HCP & EIS
submitted
to US FWS

Sept. 2007
Regulatory
authority
expanded
by SB 747

Oct. 2004
Sustainable 

yield

study 

completed

-
Conditional
permitting
initiated 

2005
Regional Water

Quality Protection
Plan finalized

-
Master 

Naturalists 
installed
rainwater

tanks &
native

landcaping
at District

offices

Apr. 2007
Extreme
Drought

Withdrawal 
Limitation

rules
adopted

Jul. 2006
Annual

Groundwater
to the Gulf :
A Summer
Institute

for Educators
begins

1988
First Rules 
and Bylaws

adopted
-

Portions of
District

designated
as sole source

aquifer
by US EPA

Jan. 1990
Federal judge

issues
Consent Decree

between
TxDOT and

District
for roadways

over Recharge
Zone

Aug. 1993
First drought

declared

Nov. 1996
TNRCC & US EPA

grant funds

study on ways

improve

roadway

runoff BMPs

Dec. 1998
TNRCC BMP

grant funded

installation of

recharge

enhancement

vault & valve

system for

Antioch

Cave

Aug. 2011
Onion Creek

recharge

enhancement

facility upgrade

adds additional

valve and

autonomous

operation

-

Dye trace connects

Blanco River to

Barton and

San Marcos Springs

2009
Regulatory

management
zones

and additional
drought

regulations
adopted

2011
1st round of

DFCs adopted
by GMAs

9 & 10
-

Director
Precincts

redistricted

Jul. 2010
Hydrogeologic

Atlas of the

Trinity Aquifer

published

years
1987-2017

30Celebrating 30 years of conserving, protecting, recharging
and preventing waste of groundwater and 
preserving all  aquifers in the District.

Nov. 1986
Texas Water
Commission

recommended
petition to 
70th Texas
Legislature

Sept. 1990
TWDB

Regional
water plan

grant
recommended

recharge
enhancement

& drought
contingency

plan

1991
Monitoring

wells start

to record

continuous

water levels

1992
Engineering

assessment of

recharge

enhancement on

Onion Creek

recommended

aquisition

of Antioch Cave

2001
College

Groundwater
Stewardship
Scholarship

essay
contest
begins

2005
Drought
trigger

methodology
vetted

by technical
advisory

committee
and adopted

by Board
-

Edwards Recharge

Zone boundary

petition adopted

by TCEQ

2017
T WDB 

Regional

Facilities

Planning

Grant

funded

installation of

Saline Edwards

multiport

monitor well

& feasibility

study of 

desal & ASR

2017
Travis and Hays

Counties

cost share on

installation

of two

Trinity Aquifer

multiport

monitor wells

2012
College

scholarship
essay contest

dedicated
as Kent Butler

Memorial
Groundwater
Stewardship
Scholarship

2014
Draft 

HCP & EIS
finalized

and
resubmitted

to US FWS

2016
Potential

unreasonable
impact

rules
adopted

Jun. 2015
Eastern

Hays County
annexed

as Shared
Territory by 

HB 3405

Feb. 11, 1999
523.6 ft msl

2008
First

Edwards-

Trinity

multiport

monitor

well

installed

Jun. 1997
Dye trace

connects

Williamson

Creek to

Barton Springs

Aug. 2002
Dye trace

connects

Antioch Cave

on Onion

Creek to 

Barton Springs

ASR:  aquifer storage and recovery; BMP:  best management practice; BSEACD:  Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District; Cfs:  cubic feet per second; DFC:  desired future condition; EIS:  environmental impact study; Ft msl:  feet above mean sea level; GAM:  Groundwater Availability Model; GMA:  groundwater management area; HB:  House Bill; HCP:  habitat conservation plan; SB:  Senate Bill; SH45:  State Highway 45;  TCEQ:  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality;  TNRCC:  Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (now TCEQ); TxDOT:  Texas Department of Transportation; TWDB:  Texas Water Development Board; US EPA:  United States Environmental Protection Agency; US FWS:  United States Fish and Wildlife Service; USGS: United States Geological Survey; WSC:  water supply corporation Compiled by Robin Gary, BSEACD , August 2017

LEGEND
   Stage II Alarm Drought Lovelady  Monitor Well water levels
   Stage III Critical Drought  Lovelady Monitor Well water levels
   Policy or General Milestone
   Aquifer Science Milestone

   Lovelady monitor well water level and date
   Barton Springs discharge on same date

Sept. 2013
Austin blind
salamander

(Eurycea waterlooensis)
Federally listed
as endangered
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2 Wayne Ford

3 Ben Harrison
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