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Redistricting in 2016  

 Annexation of territory in Hays 
County. 

 Annexation of territory by the City of 
Austin 
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Federal Redistricting Legal Principles 

 One Person – One Vote. 

 Voting Rights Act § 2 (nondiscrimination). 

 Restrictions on Race-Base Redistricting Shaw v. Reno cases 
(limited use of race). 
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 Constitutional principle applies to most single  member 
districts. 

 Exception for special purpose governmental entities, 
exercising narrow governmental functions, and operating to 
the burden or benefit of one group of constituents more than 
others.  Salyer Land Co. v. Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage 
District, 410 U.S. 719, 728 (1973). 

  

 While not a safe harbor, generally will meet constitutional 
requirements if they have no more than a 10 percent 
deviation. 

One Person – One Vote Requirement 
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Requirements Under Voting  
Rights Act of 1965 

 Section 2 Coverage – Applicable nationwide. 
 Creates cause of action for violation of electoral 

rights. 

 Section 2 standard is discrimination. 
 Avoid “cracking” and “packing”. 

 Shaw v. Reno – race may not be predominant; race must 
“narrowly tailor” to accomplish a “compelling state 
interest.” 
 Limits race as predominant basis for redistricting. 
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State Law and Background Information  

 HB 3405 – adds “Shared Territory” 
 Requires Board to revise single-member districts in conformance with Section 

8802.053. 
 Section 8802.053 
 5 precincts 
 2 within City of Austin 

 Water Code Section 36.059(b): 
If any part of a municipal corporation is part of one precinct, then no part of the 
municipal corporation shall be included in another precinct, except that a municipal 
corporation having a population of more than 200,000 may be divided between two 
or more precincts.  In a multicounty district, not more than two of the five precincts 
may include the same municipal corporation or part of the same municipal 
corporation. 

  



Redistricting Criteria 
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Redistricting Guidelines 



©2016 Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 



Illustrative Plans for 
Director Precincts 1, 2, & 3 
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Illustrative Plans for 
Director Precincts 4 & 5 
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April 14, 2016 

Board Meeting: 
Review Draft 
Plans 
Designate 
Illustrative Plans 

Set Date for Public 
Hearing: 
April 28, 2016 
 

Deadline for 
Public Comment: 
May 9, 2016 

 

April 28, 2016 

Board Meeting: 
Public Hearing 
on Illustrative 
Plans 

May 9, 2016 
Deadline for 
Written 
Comments on 
Illustrative Plans 

May 12, 2016 

Board Meeting: 
Review Written 
Comments 
Consider any 
Changes to the 
Plans 
Consider 
Adoption 

May 26, 2016 

Adopt Plan if not 
adopted on  
May 12, 2016 

Time Line for Redistricting 
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Proposed 2016 Timeline for Redistricting 

Adopt Rules, 
Criteria 

Adoption of 
Final Plan 

Conduct 
Public 

Hearing 
Review 

First Draft 
Plan 

Compile 
Information 

Assessment of 
Plans & Public 

Comments 

Overview of 
Process and 
Legal Issues 

Oct Dec May Feb Mar Apr June 

Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation District 

Jan 

2015 

Initial 
Assessment 

2016 

Initial 
Preparations 

Develop Plan Assessment and Adoption 
of Final Plan 

Submit Final Plan to Hays 
and Travis County Election 

Offices 

© 2015-2016 BHDA 
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 Timeline for General Election Process November 8, 2016 

© 2016 BHDA 

 Last day for ordering election  
 Last day for candidates to file  Statutory deadline for notifying 

judges of duty to hold the 
election. 

 Period for publication of notice of election. 

 Last day to register to vote. 

 ELECTION DAY 
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 Period to canvass  
election returns. 

 Last day of 
mandatory office 
hours. 
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 Deadline to notify County 
Clerk’s & County VR’s 
Office of election. 
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 Period for early voting. 
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 Last day 
early voting 
ballot board 
can 
convene. 

N
ov

em
be

r 
22

 

 Last day to 
send results 
to SOS. 

3711 S. MoPac Exp., Building One, Suite 300 
Austin, Texas 78746 

800-749-6646     512-472-8021 

 Last day to post notice of candidate filing dates. 

 Last day to adopt boundary changes for 
election. 

 Beginning date for candidates to file. 
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 Beginning date of 
period for mandatory 
office hours. 
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• Last day for write-in 
candidates to file. 
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 Last day for posting notice of election. 
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