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GCD Overview
 Decentralized 

Management – Local 
Control

 Preferred method of GW 
management 

 >100 created to date

 Authority (Ch. 36)
 Register Wells/Permit Pumping 

 Well Spacing/Construction

 Aquifer Studies

 Funding

 Purpose: Preserve, 
conserve, and protect 
groundwater

 Modify the Rule of Capture



The BSEACD
Established: 1987

Funding:  Production Fees

Board of Directors

 5 Precincts

 2 Austin

 3 Non-Austin

Applied Aquifer Science

Science-based Policies

Education and Outreach

Aquifers:
 Fresh Edwards 
 Saline Edwards 
 Upper Trinity 
 Middle Trinity  
 Lower Trinity 
 Other Aquifers



Management Zones



HB 3405- What does it do?

 Provides Aquifer Mgmt. in White Zone

 Expands BSEACD territory:

 Validates authority over the Trinity Aquifer

 No other GCD with Trinity authority 

 Defines “Shared Territory”

• Inside the EAA

• Inside Hays County

• Not within Plum Creek CD





HB 3405- What does it do?

Permitting (2-stage process)

1. Temporary Permits
– 3-month grace period
– Existing wells and wells “under contract”
– Authorizes “Maximum Production Capacity”
– Issued in 30 days

2. Regular Permits:  can be reduced if will cause:
1. Failure to achieve DFC
2. Unreasonable impacts to existing wells

Deadline to apply:  September 19, 2015



Redistricting

Board of Directors

 5 Precincts

 2 Austin

 3 Non-Austin

Begin: 

September 2015

Deadline: 

June 2016

Elections: 

November 2016

A

A



Who's affected by the bill?
Existing Exempt Trinity wells

 domestic/livestock wells

 <25,000 gal/day capacity (17 gpm)

Why register?

 No fee, no meter

 Protect your well

 Receive notices

 District Programs



Who's affected by the bill?
Existing Nonexempt Trinity Wells

Permit Requirements
• Meter and report pumpage

• Annual Production Fees ($0.17/1k gal) 

• Drought curtailments

Why a Temporary Permit?
• Grace Period to continue operation

• No application fee ($500)

• Maximum Production Capacity

• Commercial businesses

• Non-profits (schools, 
churches, camps)

• Irrigation (ponds, landscaping, 
crops)

• Agricultural 

• Industrial 

• Public water supply



Additional Resources
• Website

• Guidance docs

• Info sessions

Next: 8/19/15

• Info stations

Call or email:

512-282-8441

Info@bseacd.org



Next Steps

Adopted new rules

Outreach events (townhall, info sessions)

Process Temporary Permits (deadline: 9/19/15)

Register exempt wells

Continue technical evaluation

Develop technical permitting standards

Redistricting

Joint-regional development of GAM





Thank You


